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- New ZPALAND is partially settled by Europeans. 
The surface is mountainous, climate delightful, and. 
soil fertile. 

' Thp*chief products are the native flax, edible fern 
and ‘sweet potato, with vegetables and grains intro- 
| duced by the colonists. 
1 ‘The forests abound in ship;timber, chiefly pine. 
| Copper, ‘ron, coal, gold,:and petroleum abound. 

The New Zealanders are a well-formed and intelli. 
gent race of the Malay family. 
*Harbors are good and numerous. Commerce is car- 
ried on chiefly with the neighboring colonies, Great 
Britain and the UnitedStates. ® 
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. A. ape i 
Oceanica is the general name applied to the islands 
S. E. of Asia, including most of those in the Pacific 


a . Ocean. : < 
tin i The aboriginal inhabitants consist of two distiné? 
y , = races, viz.: The Malays, including those of Malayan 
F | 0 origin, and the Papuan or Oriental negroes. . 
| te The Polynesians are savages of Malayan origin, are 
4 well formed, robust, and more intelligent than the 

bof Papuan negroes. _ 

j 


d ' The Malays -are’ Mohammedans ; the Papuas and 


Zz ~~-+}/ the Polynesians are idolaters, except where Christianity 
ta 
4 _ has been introduced. ny | 
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PoLYNEsIA, “ the region of many islands,” comprises’ 
all the islands scattered in groups over the central 
parts of the Pacific Ocean. 

These islands were but little known to the civilized 
world until the voyages of Captain Cook, between the 
years 1767 and 1799. He explored the Society and 
| Friendly groups, and was the discoverer of the Sand. 
/ wich Islands, the natives of which put him to death. 

Although these islands are mostly in the Torrid 
Zone, yet the climate, being tempered by the cool 
{ ___ || breezes from the ocean, is salubrious and dehghtful 


o | The principal vegetable productions are the bread fi 
- | fruit, cocoa-nut, bananas, plantains, yams, taro-root, 
| sugar-cane, oranges, lemons, citrons, etc. 
/ fj The inhabitants are a variety of the Malay race, and 
~ |exhibit some of the features of the aboriginal Ameri- 
cans. Many of them are idolaters, 
jf f Some of the islands have been colonized by Euro- ( 
ms * 


peans, and the condition of the natives is much im 
| proved. 

Except where Christianity and civilization have 
been introduced, they are vicious and warlike savages, 
at times tattooing their bodies, and possessing only 
such arts as are necessary to construct canoes, frail 
dwellings and materials for the chase. 

The languages of these widely-seattered ‘islands are 
merely dialects of one common Polynesian language, 
resembling, in some respects, that of the Malays. 
| The bread-fruit is an important article of food. The 
tree rises to the height of about 40 feet, and yields the 
nutritious fruit in abundance, for 8 months of each 


f || year. : - >! 
y) | Tue Sanpwicn, on HAWAmAN IsLanps, were dis- 
{covered by the celebrated English navigator, Captain 

é Cook, in the year 1778. Be 

Situated as they are, in the route to the North Pa- 


cific whale-fishery, and in the line of commerce between | 
North America and China, the’ 
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that of Honolulu, are often crowded with British and 
American vessels. z 
1819, and in the following year the missionaries intro- 
duced Christianity. 

THE Socrrry IsLanps, including the Georgian 
Islands, are noted for their beauty and fertility. 


The inhabitants profess Christianity. 

| Papiete, the capital of Tahiti, is much resorted to by 
|| whaling vessels. 2 
|| To the E. and S. E. of the Society 'slands are several 
| groups of small islands, thinly peopled, and surrounded 
by dangerous oral reefs. 

'|and Gambier Islands. 
THE LADRONE IsLanps, so called from the pilfering 
propensities of the natives, were discovered by Magel 

lan, in 1521. 

THE CAROLINE IsLANDS are an extensive group, 
though imperfectly known. 


Among them are the Pear] 


The natives are said to 

possess considerable skill in navigation. 

| Prrcarrn’s IsLAND was settled in 1790 by the muti- 
neers of the English ship Bounty. 

| THE FRIENDLY IsLANDs were discovered by Tasman 

,and afterwards visited by Cook. 

| The natives, though mild and agreeable in their ap- 
pearance, are treacherous, ferocious and superstitious, 
Missionaries, however, are laboring among them. 

Cc | 

Spanish, but have recently been occupied by the 
French. 

| The men of these islands are said to be more finely- 
formed than any other Polynesians. They are, how- 

| ever, very ferocious. 


ey, ety ae oe 
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fi Lofty mountain-ranges, clothed to the summits with 
luxuriant vegetation, traverse the interior of nearly all 
the great islands. The principal peaks are volcanoes. 

Although rivers cannot attain to any great length in 
a region broken up into islands, there are many streams 
of local importance, which, at their mouths, expand 
into fine harbors for commerce. 

Many Hindoos and Europeans have settled in these 
‘jislands. The Europeans and Malays have obtained 
the ascendancy, particularly in the maritime districts. 
Most of the islands are now held by the Dutch ; the 
Philippines are under the control of the Spaniards. 

Malaysia is remarkable for its fertile soil and the 
‘abundance and variety of its vegetable and mineral 
productions. 

The principal yegetable productions are rice, coffee, 
+) sugar, indigo, spices, cotton, tobacco and tropical fruits. 
The pepper, nutmeg and clove-plants are indigenous. 


/palms, the camphor and the gutta-percha, tree, teak 
|and other timber, dye-wodds, ete. 
The principal minerals are gold, precious stones, 
copper, iron, lead, tin, coal, salt and sulphur. 
BorNnxEo, the largest island of Malaysia, is about 750 
miles long, by 400 miles at its greatest breadth. The 
|| interior is but little known, and is inhabited by native 
tribes called Dyaks, 

| The coasts are oceupied principally by Malays, Chi 
| | nese, the Boo'gis from Celebes, and Dutch colonists. 
| Gutta-percha, camphor, ebony, iron-wood and sandal- 
| wood abound in the interior. Edible birds’ nests, 
| highly esteemed as luxuries by the Chinese, are col 
‘lected for exportation. 
Gold and diamonds abound. 
iron are also found. 
SUMATRA is inhabited chiefly by Malays. 


Pepper is the most abundant product. Camphor is 
also produced in large quantities. 


Coal, copper, tin and 


The chief minerals are gold, iron, copper, tin and 
| sulphur. 


JAVA is the center, as well as the most valuable, of 
Dutch possessions in Malaysia. 


It is remarkable for numerous volcanoes: and a luxu~’ 


riant vegetation. The vast forests consist mainly of 


teak, much used for ship-building in the East. 


The natives abolished their system of idolatry in 


Tae Marquesas Istanps formerly belonged to the |, 


| 
| 


Among the forest trees are the cocoanut and other 
to) 
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PRE Paes ee were discovered by Ma- | 
gellan in 1521, and named in honor of Philip II. of | 
Spain. With the exception of Cuba, these. islands are 
now the most valuable colonial possessions belonging 

||to Spain. The inhabitants are partly of Malay, and 
|| partly of Papuan origin. 

The soil is very fertile, and its productions rich aud 

varied. The pinc-apple, cultivated for its filament, 
used in the manufacture of dress goods; the abaca, a 
kind of flax ; sapan-wood and other dyes, are among 
the important products. 

The chief minerals are gold, iron, coppef, sulphur | 
and coal. 

Some of the native tribes still adhere to Paganism, 
| but the great mass of the inhabitants profess the Ro. 
| man Catholic religion. : (renee cre remem! 

Luzon, the largest of the Philippines, is the chief \ ‘The government figures of distances : 
seat of “manufactures, which consist of silk, cotton and | to different parts of the world are: 
| pineapple goods, cordage, mats, hats, leather and cigars. | | Pyom Key West to Havanna, 90 miles; 
Manilla is the center of an extensive foreign trade. | | fyg Washington to Havanna, 1,110 
THE Soo.oo IsLAnDs have long been noted for piracy. | miles: New York to Hn senuae 1,040 
Teak and sandal-wood are found in the interior; the | 
| pearl oysters on the coasts. 

CELEBES is inhabited by various tribes, the most 
numerous of which are the Boo'gis, a maritime com?) 


miles; Cape Verde Islands to Porto Ri- 
co, 2,870 miles; Cadiz (Spain) to Canary 
Islands, 780 miles; New York to Lon- 
| don, 8,017 miles; San Francisco to New 
York, via Cape Horn, 13,610 miles; San 
Francisco to Philippine Islands, 6,520 
miles; San Francisco to Japan, 4,500 
miles: San Francisco to Hong Kong, 4, 
800 miles. 


mercial people. 

The chief vegetable productions are rice, maize, to- 
bacco and cotton. 

The mineral products are gold, copper, tin, diamonds 
and other precious stones. 

Pearls and mother-of-pearl abound in the Strait of | 


Macassar. ~ 
THe MoLuucas, or SPICE ISLANDS, are celebrated 
for the production of cloves, nutmegs and other spices. 
- The clove-tree is cultivated most extensively in Am 
boyna. | 
* THE BANDA IsLANDS are appropriated almost ex- 
‘clusively to the culture of the nutmeg-tree. Nutmegs | 
and mace are produced in large quantities. | 


a : ese 
“ANIMALS OF OCEANICA. 


The principal animals of @ceanica are the orang- 
ae “Malay t tapir, the elephant, rhinoceres and tiger, 


| the. nzarmed ape and various kinds of monkeys, the 
garoo, the’ duckbill, the emeu, the black swan, 
irds of paradise, and parrots of great beauty. Rep- 
| tiles and insects are also numerous. 
The orang-outang ‘is found in Borneo and Sumatra. 
The elephant, the Malay tapir, and the long-armed 
| ape are found in Sumatra. 
' The kangaroo and the black swan are found only in 
| Australia and Van Diemen’s Land. 
The duckbill”and the emeu are natives of Australia. 
‘The rhinoceros and tiger are found in Sumatra, Bor- 
neo and Jaya. 4 
Birds of paradise abound in New Guinea. Parrots 
are numerous in many of the islands. 
In nearly all the larger islands, dogs and hogs were 
found by the first navigators. The horse, sheep and 
other domestic animals have since been introduced. 
_ The sperm and the cape whale are peculiar to the 
waters of the Pacific. 
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PRINCIPAL EXPORTS. 
BorNEO.—Gold, diamonds and edible birds’-nests, 
SuMATRA.—Pepper and camphor. 

JAVA.—Coffee, rice, sugar and indigo, 
Banca.—Tin. 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. — Sugar, tobacco, hemp, indigo 
| and dye-woods, 
CELEBES.—Hides, birds’-nests, tortoise-shell and 
pearls. 
Motvccas, or Spice IsLanps. or nutmegs and 
mace. 
_ AUSTRALIA.—Gold, live-stock, wool and hides. 
VAN DieMEn’s LAND. —Wool, wheat, flour, whale. 
oil and timber. 
New ZEALAND.—Flax, wool, tinier and gum. 
SANDWICH IsLanDs.—Sugar, coffee, goat-skins, whale- 
bone and oil. 
| Socrary Istanps.—Pearls, sugar, oranges, cocoa-nut 
oil and arrow-root. 
“Parva, or New Gurnea Birds of Paradise, feath- 
‘ers, pearls, oe barks and tones” 
d ge Ai, 


| 


| 
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| AUSTRALASIA. 
| 


Australasia comprises Australia and the adjacent 
| islands. 
USTRALIA, on account of its immense size, is often 
“Med a continent. It formerly Aelenged to the Dutch, 
away them called New” > Wend. “lat, ig ; 
; Wes of no’ © ion, i= * 


The natives, few Tre Erte «ental negroes, 


~ 
in the lowest stage of human existence. They are} 
very ignorant, and wear little or no clothing. Those 
in the interior live on roots and worms, and such ani- 
| mals as they can kill in the chase ; those on the coast 
| live mostly, by fishing. 
The climate of the northern part of Australia is hot ae : 
}} and unhealthfub—as-far as ascertained ; that of the 9 
southern half of the island is mild and healthful. £ 
The soil, in the low lands is exceedingly sterile ; but 
in the elevated regions it is fertile, and well adapted to ee 
the pasturage of sheep, pf 


~ 


Mining and sheep-rearing are the principal pursuits 2_ 
of the colonists. Agriculture receives considerable at- 
tention. 

The vegetable productions are Indian corn, wheat, 
grapes, olives and various food-plants and fruits intro- 
duced from Europe. 

Among the forest trees are acacias, gum trees, gigan- 
tic ferns, the river oak, cedar and pine, rose-wood and 
sandal-wood. 

Since the discovery of gold in’ 1851, the population 
has rapidly increased. Gold is found chiefly in New 
| | South Wales and Victoria. 


. Copper is abundant in South Australia. Tin, iron, 
ae and coal are also fo 
{| Ga ad coal are also found. 
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TASMANIA, oR VAN DIEMEN’s LAND, is occupied 
chiefly by British colonists, ® 

The surface is mount§inous, the climate temperate, 
and the soil good. Great numbers of sheep are raised. 

The foreign commerce is important. 

PAPUA, OR NEw GUINEA, is but little known, ex- 
| cept on the coasts, The forests are very extensive. 

The inhabitants are Oriental negroes, a little in ad- 
vance of those of Australia. 

The trade is carried on chiefly with the Boo'gis, Chi- | 
nese and Malays; 

The islands E. and S. E, of New Guinea are inhab- 
ited mostly by petty tribes of warlike Oriental savages. | 


Old Dartmouth 
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